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KEY TO NINE COMMON CHURCHYARD LICHENS
 (14-19 years, Key Stage 4 and Post-16)

NB: This is a dichotomous key.  This means the species are identified on the basis of making a choice between two alternative features.  Not all of these lichens will be found in every churchyard.  Some will be much more common than others, dependent on the types of stone and part of the country.

1
Thallus orange or orange-yellow, orange jam-tart fruits


2


Thallus white, grey or black-brown





3

2
Thallus leafy orange-yellow, often on headstone tops, church towers, roofs








….
Xanthoria parietina

Thallus forming neat orange rosettes on limestone headstones, mortar and cement





….
Caloplaca flavescens






  
3
Thallus black or brown-black






4


Thallus white or grey







5

4
Thallus dull black to chocolate, crusty, thick or thin, on many rock types, but especially limestone and cement 

….
Verrucaria nigrescens

Thallus shiny, leafy, brown-black, pressed down margins; centre of thallus dull with masses of minute projections (isidia);  on acid rock 
 



Melanelixia fuliginosa

5
Thallus white to grey, almost invisible, but covered in minute black dots and tiny empty pits, large patches on limestone 
….
Verrucaria baldensis





Thallus white to grey, visible






6

6
Thick, whitish thallus densely covered with small jam-tart fruits with pale brown centres; in small patches on limestone, marble and cement 







….
Lecanora albescens


Light grey thallus not as above





7

7
Circular light grey thallus






8


Tiny, pale grey thallus of lobes (use hand lens), heaped together on marble and limestone tops; has conspicuous grey eye-lashes ….
Physcia adscendens


8
Circular, light grey thallus with a whitish fringed edge; brown jam tart fruits crowded in the centre



….
Lecanora campestris 

Thick pale grey thallus (with a bluish tinge), circles often broken; margin of flattened lobes and centre covered in a darker grey powder; common in shade





….
Diploicia canescens
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