British Lichen Society – Next Steps - Recording

Data Recording for Submission to the British Lichen Society Database

The British Lichen Society (BLS) maintains a number of databases relating to the spatial distribution of lichen species in Great Britain and how these have changed over time. Currently the databases contain more than 1.2 million records and they are periodically made available to the public through the National Biodiversity Network’ on line mapping site (the NBN Gateway at www.nbn.org.uk). Here you can see up to date distribution maps of individual species and download abstracted data. Copies of data can also be obtained directly from the BLS.
Records of lichens are needed for all parts of the British Isles. Currently the databases are somewhat skewed towards areas of high lichen diversity and uncommon species. This is where you can help. Even though you are a relative newcomer to the study of lichens there is real value in any records you are able to make even in areas of low diversity. This why we have provided you with a Field Guide to some relatively common and easy to identify lichens which the Society would like you to look for and record. 
The lichens in Field Guide Part 1 are from common and easy to identify genera but can be difficult to identify to the species level. These you should record only at the level of genera, e.g. Cladonia, Peltigera etc. Those in Part 2 of the Field Guide should be identifiable to the species level but you should not expect to find all of the lichens mentioned in the Field Guide at any one location. If a lichen shows some, but not all the features, mentioned in the Field Guide it is better to ignore it rather than risk making a false identification. If you need help in identifying a lichen you can collect a small sample (say less than 10% of that present in case it is rare) and send it to an expert. There is a list of local contacts on the identification page of the BLS Website at (http://www.thebls.org.uk/content/referees.html) . The BLS will keep all your records and those of other relative newcomers in a separate ‘Next Steps’ database so that future researchers can choose whether to include or exclude your data.

Recording for submission to the Next Steps database is done using an Excel spreadsheet available on this CD. It is a slightly simplified version of that available from the BLS website (http://www.thebls.org.uk/content/databases.html) which you can download should you so desire. The spreadsheet can be run from Excel available in Microsoft Office or from  OpenOffice which is free to download. 
Recording in the Field

In the field there are two approaches to recording lichens: 1) enter data in a notebook, or, 2) tick off lichens seen on a recording card which lists all lichen species likely to be found. Examples of recording cards can be downloaded from the BLS website but probably you will find it easier and better to record in a notebook when you first start.

The recording spreadsheet asks for the following information, so it is wise to remember to record this in your notebook:

Location;

Ordnance Survey grid reference - this can be read from an OS map or a GPS;

Date;

Substrate – the surface on which the lichen was found;

Notes.

Using the Excel recording spreadsheet
Before you start, make a copy of the spreadsheet with a different name and use either the original or the copy, keeping the other blank spreadsheet for future use, see below. The spreadsheet comprises three worksheets (shown as tabs at the bottom). These are called Records, Codes, and BLS list.  You enter data only in the Records worksheet. Details of what should be entered in each field are given by clicking on the topmost cell in each column but this is repeated and expanded below.

Site name - location name (required). Start with the town, village or general area followed by a hyphen and then the precise location (church, woodland). This ensures that all sites for the same area are shown together in lists. Example: Swaledale – Oxnop Gill. 
Grid Reference – (required) Ordnance Survey grid reference of site in alphanumeric format, AA99, AA9999, AA999999, or AA99999999. Example SD933977. This can be read off an Ordnance Survey map or from a GPS. It is also possible to obtain grid references by identifying your sample site on an online interactive mapping system. These are available at www.streetmap.co.uk, www.herbariaunited.org/gridrefVC, or www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/getamap. If you derive your grid coordinates manually it is worth checking them using one of these sites.
 

Vice County (VC) - Vice counties ere introduced for biological recording to overcome two problems with county names, 1) that county boundaries and names change quite frequently, and 2) counties are of quite disparate sizes. To find out which vice county you are in go to www.herbariaunited.org/gridrefVC. You only need to enter the vice county number in the spreadsheet. Example 56.

Recorders – the names of the recorder(s) (required) in the format first name surname. If there is more than one recorder, separate their names by a comma. Example: Jane Smith or Jane Smith, Fred Smith.

Date – Date or date range. Example: 12/7/2011, April 2012, Dec 2012 – Feb 2013.
Site and visit comments – additional information on the site or visit, such as the purpose, or commissioning body. Example: Recorded on YNU meeting.
BLS (Number) or Species - You can enter either the lichen name in column J or its BLS code number in column I. The spreadsheet will check that a correctly spelt name has been entered and complete column L.  For speed of input capital letters are not required, nor are terms such as ‘f.’ for form,  ‘var.’ for variety, ‘subsp.’ for subspecies.  An example of a lichen name in this format is dirinia massiliensis sorediata which will be expanded into Dirinia massiliensis f. sorediata in column L. Older names can be entered in column J and the spreadsheet will return the current name in column L. For lists of lichen names refer to the BLS list tab at the bottom of the screen. When entering lichens that can only be identified to the genus (see Field Guide Part 1) then the message ‘N/A’ will appear in column L.
Substrate – enter information about the substrate on which the lichen was found. Select from the drop-down list. Examples of these include: 
Bry - on mosses (bryophytes);
Cort - on bark (corticolous);
Fol - on leaves (folicous);
Lig - on dead or processed wood (lignicolous),
Sax - on rock (saxicolous);
Terr - on soil (terricolous) 
Combinations of two or more are permissible e.g. Cort+Sax.  

Record Notes – additional information for this record, such as the precise location or grid reference and chemical tests. Example: on Fraxinus, on wooden gate, on top of brick wall etc.
Determiner – use this field to give the name of anyone who has confirmed your identification, otherwise leave blank.

Submitting your data

Once you have collected a suite of records they should be forwarded to Janet Simkin (janetsimkin@btinternet.com) who will arrange for their addition to the Next Steps database. There two restrictions. Please keep all records for each vice county in a separate spreadsheet and please do not submit more than 4000 records at a time. 
To record more records open the blank spreadsheet you copied off this CD (or go back to the CD and get the blank spreadsheet again) Remember to save the spreadsheet under a new name before entering any data so you have a blank copy on file.

Thanking you in advance for your contributions which will be appreciated. We hope that you enjoy recording lichens.  
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